Physics troupe mixes
humor with education

Will Conley
Sl Reporter

Sporting  te-dyed T-shirs and
khiaks sluosis, four physics professors
squirted «old water al a decon-
pressed oseral bacrel. The Bareel
imiploded with a load pop; screams
aof delight enepted Froan the pouthiel
awdienes,

Si University and high school
physsics LIESIFEI0rS, dubbed
“Physics  Force:  the  Mex
Gieneration " prescoted a series of
demonsirations the Tawe Lab of
Plesics an Monday.

The show featured more dsan 20

i demonstratiens, including a “table-

cloth pull” a professer nding a
Hevercraft, o g of war pitting
andicnes membars agains air pres-
sure and a professor trapped inside a
depressurized garbape bag,

Mastly  children  and  some
University students attended  che
shiow,

The geal of the tseupe is to intoo-
ducs physics cancenis o childsen by
mixing jokes, entertainment and
eduention.

“We want 1o bring scicnes (o as
many children asz possible” said
Louwize Weldon, a Tartan High
School physics teacher amd iseupe
member.

"1 alveady knew some of the
physics equatiens behind it so i
was  interesting”  said  Rory
Lonergan, an Oreno High Schooel
student who afiended the demon-
stration.

The volunteer group carrics on
the tradition of "Physics Force,” a
veteran froupe with similar make-

un amd repertodre - that manee its firse

show im 1985, The sroup sl
shivges 12 Shows 2 year, When the
populanity ol the amiginal group
wrew oo Lerge, o seconsd Lrowpe
was bejumn.

“1 saw the osigimal eao. When |
heand they were starting & second
team, | qunped at i said Criedy

Cavtell, aszzaciate  professor  of
plivsics at the Unevesaty,
“Physics  Foree:  The Mext

Gieneratiom” performed for the

PradeSaan MeCoy

Jim Kekalios, an aseoclate profezzor of physzics and member of
“Phyalcs Force: The Mext Generation,” demonsirates the strength
of air pragsure by belng sucked Into a plastic bag Monday afbers
noon during a presentation in the Tate Laboratory of Physics.
About 200 pecple, moatly chlldren and Unlversity students, saw
the event, which explalned some of the laws of physics,
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firs? Lime in Jenowary, They por-
formed this vear for Take Your
Driughters b Whork Dy, amal at 5t
Joseph's Chaldren's Home in April
el @ Fantagyfseience Niclion cons
vention.

James Kakalios, associote pro-
fzsgior ﬂrp|L}-Hi{'5 HPEE4 |:c|rlil:i|.1:'|[|’.‘ﬁ i
thee izgupe, which conszsis of thoee
University profizzsors and three kigh
sihioal teachers,

These peofizssors will eventuzally

s
i gl St g g by,

complelely  replace the  orgginag!
traupe, suicl Kakalios.

He summead up the purpose of
the shaw m his opening remarks.

"F'h:.-'.ﬂl.'s 15 nat about havamg am
encyclopedic knsvwledge aboet all
the  answers”  Eakalios a3l
“Brather, phyaes 15 about asking the
rght questions”



